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Join the Journey
40 Day Devotion and Prayer Journal

“Lord Give Us This Mountain”

| greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior d&shrist by whose sacrifice we have found
salvation and abundant grace. | thank our LordHe privilege that He has given us to build on
the legacy of the great pioneers that establishisdweigh station on the path to heaven known
as Jacob’s Chapel!! Since the earliest days aktlunited States, this little house has provided a
sanctuary to so many souls longing for liberty. atva joy it is to consider that at long last God
has moved us to the vision of enshrining this shgkace and building a more functional
structure to house and grow the ministries of Wenty first century church.

In order to prepare our hearts for the work thabe$ore us, we're asking each member and
family to use this devotional and prayer journakéek God’s will relative to what he will have
each of us contribute toward the goal of preserdagheritage while building for our current
and future ministry needs.

Please read and meditate on the scriptures givesafth day. Pray for our church’s vision using
our campaign prayer, as well as, other prayersthligaSpirit of God puts on your heart. Record
journal entries as you perceive God speaking ta gpitit.

Over the next forty days, I'm confident that Godlwb a mighty work in our midst! Enjoy the
journey and | look forward to sharing and celelor@tvith you.

Be Blessed,



Week One Prayer Them&0d’s Love For me
Day One

John 3:16
“For God so loved the world that He gave His onlygb#ten Son, that whoever, believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

Love is putting the interest and welfare of someonsomething ahead of you. It means that
you make a sacrifice to benefit the object of yafiection. This familiar passage reminds us
that God truly loves us in that He gave his only as an offering to assure us of the privilege of
having an everlasting, eternal life with him! Thieuld be extraordinary if we had done some
great and noble deed for Him. However, when wesiclan the fact that we did nothing to earn
or merit such perfect love. God’s grace motivatesiactions. God’s grace demonstrated his
commitment to us by his action. God teaches usrg important lesson in this passage, that is
giving is the natural response to love. He lovedand therefore he gave the best that he had,
Jesus Christ!!

Take a moment to meditate and ponder the deptGodilove.
Pray for those that don’t know the magnitude argtele of God’s love.

Pray for the Church and her mission and vision émifest the love of God in this
community.

Reflections:




Day two

2 Thessalonians 2:16 -17 (NIV)

May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Fathavho loved us and by His grace gave
us eternal encouragement and good hope, encouraga yearts and strengthen you in every
good deed and word.

We all need encouragement in our life. As we gough life there are so many trials and
tribulations that work to discourage us. Well magrpeople tell us that we cannot succeed in
achieving our goals. Disappointments and setbaeksn to come to us so frequently. In the
face of all the negatives arrayed against us isrgbod to know that the truth of God’s word
from this passage. We have “Eternal Encouragemedtgood hope” through God’s abiding
love! This is good news! God’s love is a sourtetoength and encouragement for whatever
you face today. Be strong and of good courage.

In what areas of your life do you need encouragé®en
Spend some time thinking about how God has blegsed
Pray for God’s love to encourage the church.

Tell someone about this passage today.

Reflections:




Day Three

John 17:23
“l in them and you in me; that they may be made fest in one, and that the world may
know that you have sent me, and have loved them@ashave loved mé

One of the beautiful aspects of love is unity. nkh@bout how you feel when you embrace a
friend or relative whom you haven't seen in a gwehile. Love seeks togetherness. God’s
love is the greatest unifying force. His love nglusive not exclusive. His love binds us
together with Jesus whom he sent for that very gmep This passage makes an incredible
point about God’s love for us in that it equateattlove to his love for Jesus, his only
begotten son! How great is his love?

Read the scripture aloud several times as you atecin its meaning.

Pray for unity in the Church.

Call a member and discuss today’s devotional passag

Reflections:




Day Four

1 John 4:16 (NIV)
And so we know and rely on the love God has for @&od is love. Whoever lives in love lives

in God, and God in him.

The very essence of God is love! How great i® ihave as the object of your faith a person
whose only motive is to give good gifts. This @agstells us that we must strive to be like God
in our walk. We are most like him when we walkldawe because we reflect through our walk

that God is really in us and us in him. The passago teaches us to trust in God’s love. God’s
love will never fail us.

Commit to a single act of loving kindness.
Pray for Increased Faith through our congregation.

Think about ways that you can reflect the love oti@ your walk today.

Reflections:




Day Five

2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV)
Each man should give what he has decided in his ti¢a give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion for God loves a cheerful giver.

When | was a kid Fridays were almost like holidaysverybody looked forward to Fridays.
Fridays was the end of the work week, the stae tine of rest and reflection. Friday was also
payday for most as the expression goes “the Edgle bn Friday”. Friday was another
demonstration of God’s love. He has given us tamseand opportunity to earn our livelihood.
But rather than taking a portion of the proceedsnfthis investment he lovingly gives us the
freedom to choose how we will respond to his lo@od’s desire is that we discover the joy or
giving which is the perfect reflection of Love.

Discuss this passage with a family member.
Pray that Joy of Giving would pervade our Homes.

Pray a prayer of Thanksgiving for the work.

Reflections:




Day Six

Romans 5:8 (NIV)
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, inttiadnile we were still sinners, Christ died
for us.

In most of life’'s arenas you must earn respect &ffection. Everybody loves a winner. This
weekend | watched a place kicker for our local teaiss two relatively easy field goals that
would have meant the difference between sweetnyicnod bitter defeat for our team. 1 felt pity
for him as he stood alone on the sidelines. In dégs sports pages there was no love for the
kicker, Tuesday he was cut, released from the tedhis is the way the world works in most
cases. You're good or you're gone! How good i®iknow that God loves us anyhow? He
loves us when we'’re on top; he loves us when weliethe bottom! When we win and
especially when we lose. We never have to stamikaHe is always with us! We can never be
“cut” from His team. He demonstrates his love tigio the ultimate sacrifice, Christ dying for
us. Aren’t you glad that He didn’t wait until weeve right or good to love us? God’s love is
always on display.

Pray for a person that you know is unsaved.

Pray for the opportunity to be an encouragemensdoneone who is down and out by
sharing the truth of this scripture with them.

Pray for the Church.

Reflections:




Day Seven

1 John 3:1 (NIV)
How great is the love the Father has lavished on tist we should be called children of God!
And that is what we are! The reason the world does know us is that it did not know Him.

Who is your father? How often is this questioneak Think about the times that you've had to
answer this all familiar question. If we think aibat, this question is not intended to merely
learn our father’'s name, but rather to find out leds, what he has and what he does! Who our
father is seems to determine much of whom we adetla@ resources that are available to us.
Who our father is also indicates much about ouratdtaristics, as the expression goes ‘like
father like son”. Isn't it good to know that redlss of whom our earthly father was or what
kind of relationship we had with him, we have treswance that God is our real heavenly
Father. Being the perfect father that he is lagnd us as his own and lavishes his love on us!
Don't be concerned if the world doesn’t recognizeiy The world doesn’t know your father
either.

Mediate on the virtues of Fatherhood.
Pray for the Church Fathers.

Pray a Prayer of Thanksgivings for Fatherly love.

Reflections:




Week Two Prayer Themel Love God

Day Eight

Matthew 22:37 (NIV)
Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with all yobeart and with all of your soul and with
your entire mind.”

The greatest of all commandments is the commandtodmve God. Loving God in the spirit
of this commandment is to love God with everythamgl above everything. We are to love God
with body, mind, and soul. Loving God with the reaeans to keep my heart pure and clean
because it is where He resides. Loving God withnmmyd is to study His word and seek Him in
all things. Loving Him with my soul is to be witlg to place myself on his alter of sacrifice.
Meditate on the scripture.
Pray for the Capital Campaign Team.

Record reflection on what it means to live out tesnmandment.

Reflections:




Day nine
Psalms 5:11 (NIV)
But let all who take refuge in you be glad, let timeever sing for joy. Spread your protection
over them that those who love your name may rejoicgou.
One of the great byproducts of love is joy. Jowpaes conditioned on circumstances or feelings,
but rather on the facts that emanates from ouh.faltoving God is a source of joy. When |
understand that no matter what happens, I'm undediine protection. He is my refuge. | can
sing Joy, Joy! When | recall how he has delivareel Joy!' When | look with confidence to
spending eternity in His care! Unspeakable JOY!!

Rejoice in the Lord Always.

Share the Joy of The Lord with your neighbor.

Write Reflections on the Joy that you have in God.

Reflections:




Day Ten

Romans 8:28
And we know that in all things God works for the ga of those who love Him, who have been

called according to His purpose.

Life has its ups and downs. Some days are sundybaight, others are rainy and dark.
Circumstances change rapidly one minute you’reoprof the world the next minute the world is
on top of you. How good it is to know when we hataced our love and faith in God, He
works in all things to bring about good. When Ireader my will to God’s will, 1 have His

blessed Assurance that no matter what in the eedyénng will be worked out to the good.
This is one of the greatest Promises in scriptlires made real by our love for God.

Reflect on past events that seemed negative éintleethat worked out to your good.
Pray for insight into God’s will and purpose forwim the capital campaign.

Pray for the Pastor and his family.

Reflections:




Day Eleven

1 John 4:20

If anyone says “I love God” yet hates his brothdw is a liar. For anyone who does not love

his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, mhwe has not seen

Light and darkness cannot be mixed. Where onedsept the other is by definition absent.

This passage teaches us that likewise love andchateot co-exist in the same heart. If we hate
the people that we can see and freely interact, \Witkv is it that we can love God who must be

known by faith alone? One of the tests of our lemeGod is cultivating love for our fellow
man. We express our love for God in large measyigow we treat others.

Pray for the choir and musicians.
Pray for restoration of broken or strained relatiups.

Write reflections on the way the church may addrekgional breakdowns.

Reflections:




Day twelve

Psalms 91:14

“Because He loves me”, says the Lord, “I will resetdim; | will protect Him for He
acknowledges my name.

This passage teaches us the value of acknowledgithgiving glory to God. A true sign of love
and reverence is to give due respect and honoracRgowledging what the Lord has done and

is doing in our lives and the life of the churche show our confidence in Him. He promises to
be our life guard, the one who watches over uscanaes to our rescue in times of need.

Meditate on God'’s divine protection.
Write reflections on how we can honor Him.

Pray for discernment in your commitment to theonsof the church.

Reflections:




Day thirteen

Proverbs 8:17
| love those who love me and those who seek me ffiived

The wise love and seek God. God gives us the ddesssurance that our love for Him
guarantees free access to Him. We need to expuessve for God by making a commitment to
seek Him always and in all things. We need toesloarr joys as well as our sadness with Him.
We need to look for Him in the sunrise of a new!daisten for Him in the roar of the sea. Feel
Him in the warmth of sunshine on our face. Gordashard to find for those who love Him.
Throughout this day look for God in all Places.
Pray for God to show Himself in your circumstances.

Record in your reflections the situation where Yelticlosest to God.

Reflections:




Day Fourteen

Galatians 5:6
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncitamcision has any value. The only

thing that counts is faith expressing itself throbigove.

People seem to have a natural inclination to assigtus and classes to individuals. We
place people in convenient boxes and deal with thergroups rather than individuals. All
kinds of factors are used to sort people such@s gender, nationality, economic status and
yes even religion. By stereotyping people we aw®gdling with them as individuals. We
must remember that God made each individual ind#is image. Loving God means that
we love His creation. Mankind is the crowning &st@ment of God’s creation. Therefore,
we must love people in order to love God. Thisspge drives home the point that what
really matters is not what group you belong todatiher how you express your faith through
love.

Pray for unity in the body and breaking down basrigf separation.
Reach out to a person outside of you comfort zodayt.

Pray for our pastor and His family.

Reflections:




Week Three Prayer Theme God’s Provision

Day Fifteen

Psalms 37:25
I was young and now | am old, yet | have never se¢la righteous forsaken or their children
begging bread. They are always generous and |leeeliy; their children will be blessed.

| was speaking with an old friend today, one whohmadln’t seen in several years. During our
conversation we naturally talked about family ahmddeen. As we filled each other in on the
latest with our children and grandchildren, | catddhelp thanking and praising God for how he
provided for our children. They all grew up to éoand worship God and have started godly
families and avoided the traps and vices of modahure. What we do and the example of faith
in practice that we set has a profound impact turéugenerations. What can we do through our
faithfulness to the church’s vision that will inspifuture generations and release God’s
Provision?

Pray for the youth of our church and community.
Pray for God to rise up fathers.

Write a reflection on how the new facilities wilh&ble greater ministry to children and
youth

Reflections:




Day Sixteen

Luke 12:32
Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father habeen pleased to give you the kingdom

Bigger is better! From “Super Sized” fast food fse@ Massive motor vehicles called sport
utility vehicles, the world seem obsessed with brgand bigger everything. If we're not careful
we can fall into the trap of equating largenesshwjuiality. In God’s kingdom bigger is not
necessarily better. This passage clearly showbatsGod is looking out for the “little flock”
even in the era of the mega church movement. Wd teeconcentrate on being faithful over the
ministry that God has assigned to our flock andlyfabmmit ourselves and resources to being
the congregation to whom God is pleased to entheskingdom.

Meditate on the qualities of the “Little Flock”
Pray for Big Faith and Large obedience to God’s cal

Write reflections on ways to enhance our ministry.

Reflections:




Day Seventeen

1 Peter 1:8
Though you have not seen him, you love him; and eWleough you do not see him now, you
believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressibénd glorious joy

Isn’t it interesting how the world views things@smpared to how people with faith in God see
them? The world says, “Seeing is believing”, tii#ebteaches us that believing is seeing!

“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for andrt&in of what we do not see.
Hebrew 11:1 (NIV)

This passage reminds us that we “see” God with eydaith. This faith makes the invisible
God real. God rewards our faith with joy thatasdeep and full that we fail in our best attempts
to describe it! It is beyond words. This joy wagiven to us by the world and aren’t you glad
that the world can’t take it away! As the old sgugs” this joy that | have the world didn’t give
it to me and the world can’t take it away.” Today Uis fully experience the joy of the Lord.
Spend a few moments meditating and enjoying the@fdkie Lord.
Pray aloud a prayer of Thanksgiving for Your Joy.

Share your Joy with everyone that you meet today.

Reflections:




Day Eighteen

John 5:20
For the Father loves the Son and shows him all heeg. Yes, to your amazement he will show
him even greater things than these.

Love is an amazing thing! Love is the most poweffuice in the world. In 1 Corinthians
Chapter 13, we learn that love is even greater f&igéimand hope!

“And now these three remain: Faith Hope and LoveBut the greatest of these is Love”. 1
Corinthians 13:13

As we experience the love of God we can expect engahings to be revealed and manifested in our
lives. God promises as much in this passage. &esintly we celebrated the historic confrontation
between United States of America and the then gavesf Arkansas over the rights of black childran i
Little Rock to be afforded equal opportunity in guing a public school education. Seeing the moindac
off with the soldiers who were sent to protect ehesildren, reminded me of just how far God has
brought all of us. Regardless of how we view tretust of equality and justice in America, we cannot
deny the progress in justice and relationships anba people. God’s love is the source and motfve o
all progress in relationships. God has done somazemm things in our lifetime. As we continue to
believe and follow God what other awesome and amga#fiings will we see him do? How about
restoring families and the sanctity of marriage®@lighing hunger and homelessness? Converting @ison
into colleges? Curing chronic diseases such ascadiabetes and aids? | believe that God will ioomt

to amaze us with his grace!

Write a reflection on how and when you expect Gmdhbve you and your ministry to the Next
level.

Pray for God to open our hearts to the full meastitdis love.

Share your “next level” reflection with someoneyour group.

Reflections:




Day Nineteen

Nehemiah 10:37

Moreover, we will bring to the storerooms of the us® of our God, to the priests, the first of
our ground meal, of our grain offerings, of the fiiti of all our trees and of our new wine and
oil. And we will bring a tithe of our crops to theevites, for it is the Levites who collect the
tithes in all the towns where we work.

The bible is absolute in its testimony of the hiegs and benefits of being faithful to God in
tithes and offerings. Nehemiah follows the familttern of restoring faithfulness in worship
by teaching the people to tithe. This act of faitld obedience releases the flow of resources and
blessings. We must honor God with fiimst fruit or all our increase. Bringing the tithe into
God’s store room ensures that our house will cometito be an open channel through which
God'’s blessings will freely flow! God’s provision linked to the tithe and offering.

Pray for God’s revelation relative to your offerimgsupport of the Vision of the church

Write your reflections on how God has blessed yanadience in response to the Tithe!

Pray for the opportunity to give your testimonyatele to the tithe.

Reflections:




Day Twenty

2 Corinthian 9:10-11

“Now He who supplies seed to the sower and breaddod will also supply and increase your
store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of yaighteousness. You will be made rich in
every way so that you can be generous on every siooaand through us your generosity will
result in thanksgiving to God

The most powerful concept in nature is the seedepin Seed is the source of the harvest. No
seed no harvest. The seed contains the esserthe tlit. The seed is the nourishment that
gives the energy for the harvest. Everything begind ends with the seed. God the creator
makes and supplies all of the seed. He gives e & our bread as well as seed to invest for
the future harvest. Think about God’s goodnesgraviding seed! This passage is filled with
powerful promises of God. All he asks of us id thia have the faith to share his generosity.

Read the passage aloud three times.
Meditate on each of the promises contained in ¢hiptsire reading
Write reflections of the conditions required to kieathe promises in the scripture

passage.

Reflections:




Day Twenty-one

Philippians 4:6-7
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everythitgy prayer and petition with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.

How can we avoid worry when nothing seems to gbtray as planned? We work hard and
come up with good plans that should ensure suchesgver Murphy’'s Law seems to always be
at work. What can go wrong, will go wrong. Whesn we turn to find relief from the anxiety
of failure and breakdown? The Apostle Paul Whiefmed to a Roman prison awaiting final
his trial instructs us on how to find the reliebrimn worry. He says simply pray about everything
and do not worry about anything! God gives usdheice to either worry or pray, we can’'t do
both at same time. Worry is concern for what cchdgpen. Worry shows little faith in God’s
power to act on our behalf. Prayer acknowledged'sspower and concern for us. Proper
prayer also recognizes that we don’t always knowatwio pray for, so we defer to God’s
wisdom. We should pray as Jesus prayed, conclumlingrayer with “not my will but thy will
be done”. This simple statement speaks volumestaho trust and confidence in God. Finally,
we should thank God for all things. Thanksgiviray anly expresses of gratitude to God, but it
also says that we appreciate the wisdom and rigbtess of whatever outcome the Lord deems
appropriate.

Make a list of the things that you could worry abdiyou were so inclined. Write Phil
4:6-7 across the list and destroy it.

Write your prayer requests in the reflections
Spend some quiet time today in Thanksgiving.
Write a list of the things that you are grateful. fo

Reflections:




Week Four Prayer: Diligence and Gratefulness
Day Twenty Two

Hebrews: 6:12
We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitatese who through faith and patience

inherit what has been promised.

One of the great dangers of living in an afflueatisty is the peril of laziness. If we're not
careful we tend to take life easy. We relax ourknethic and drift into idleness. This idleness
impacts our spiritual life as we prefer televistortelling someone about Him. The focus moves
from what is needed to what is desired. We difay from God and toward the things of the
world. The passage is a warning for us to stayelgtengaged in the work of ministry. The roll
call of the faithful in the book of Hebrews is pdgiied with the heroes and heroines who through
faith are patience continued to strive for the ftiply of God’s kingdom. They are the heirs to
the promises and heavenly provisions of God. Isgbin with them and our Savior in diligently
working to see that God’s Kingdom progresses.

Pray for diligence and perseverance in our builgiraress.
Pray for the church’s staff and leadership.

Contact a member that needs the encouragemeruta te service.

Reflections:




Day Twenty-three

1 Thessalonians 5:18
Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God#ll for you in Christ Jesus.

It is very easy to be thankful when things work subur favor. When everything falls in line
and the project is a great success there is ndggrogiving thanks. However, the same is not so
when we face disappointment, setbacks, and chagent’'s hard to be thankful when all of our
efforts appear to be in vain. We forget in thedoaality of apparent failure that God can still
deliver. Our short memory excludes the fact thamme of the greatest triumphs and
breakthroughs in our lives were born out of faituraNVe lose sight of the cross! At the cross it
looked like all was lost and that Satan and theldvioad won a great victory. But when we look
back and think things over we see God’s mighty hafndeliverance in all things. If we believe
that God is at work in all circumstances, then weutd give thanks in all circumstances. It is
God's will that we give thanks in every expressadrisod’s will.

Pray for strength and perseverance.
Meditate on the setbacks that turned out to baEefor success.

Write your reflections on today’s devotion.

Reflections:




Day Twenty-four

2 Corinthians 2:14
But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumapprocession in Christ and through us
spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledfbim.

Thank you Lord for the Victory that we have in Giirdesus, who has already won the victory
over sin and death. Jesus whose empty tomb betrssw to outcome of the battle with the
grave. Lord | pray that everywhere | go the swesgrance of your divine love will linger. |
pray that every where | go people will see Chrmstrie and desire to know him better. Lord |
pray that my church becomes a lighthouse in a datk perverse world. My hope is that my
church continues to be a filling station where &&drs top off their tanks with powerful fuel of
the Holy Spirit. | pray that we win our communftyr Christ, one family at a time.

Pray for teachers and ministers.
Thank God for a bible believing and teaching church

Pray for our Pastor and other leaders.

Reflections:




Day Twenty-five

Romans 1:8 (NIV)
First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for atif you, because your faith is being reported

all over the world.

Thank you Lord for the investment that you're makin our church. You have provided us
with godly leadership in our pastor and other lesadeérou have given us a hunger and thirst for
the life giving word of God. Although, we are neell known outside of our local community,
we do thank God for the future when we will sendsiunary delegations to the outer most
regions of the world, carrying the hope that isnbout of faith. We thank you for the coming
days when our fellowship will welcome people frothragions of the world to share in the rich
heritage and history that we are laboring to preserLord we thank you in advance for what
you're going to do through our faith and obedietgour call.

Pray for Global missions.
Meditate on your role in missions.

Write your reflections on today’s devotion.

Reflections:




Day Twenty-Six

Psalms 136:1-3

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His loeadures forever. Give thanks to the God of
gods. His love endures forever.

Give thanks to the Lord of lords. His love enduriesever.

The popular singer Johnnie Mathis recorded a ddssisong entitled the “I2of Never”. One
of the lyrics of the song says “I'll love you untile 1" of Never and that's a long, long time”.
How wonderful to know that God’s love last far l@mHis love endures forever. We thank the
Lord for your goodness and mercy. We praise hinyéwr unchanging love. We know that he
is the God of gods. He is the King of kings and tlord of lords. We thank the Lord that as
great and mighty as he is that he consideredkbs bf us to love.

Reflect on the greatness of God.
Meditate on the Power of God’s love.

Consider how we may model God’s love in our relalaps.

Reflections:




Day Twenty-Seven

Nehemiah 12:31
| had the leaders of Judah go up on top of the wall also assigned two large choirs to give
thanks. One was to proceed on top of the wallte tight, toward the Dung gate.

How important is thanksgiving in the process oftgestion and revival? The bible teaches us
that it is an essential part of the process. &bk bof restoration is incomplete until the heafts o
the people return to God in Thanksgiving. We nugdebrate and praise God for what he has
done for us, our church, and community. Nehemgssgembled a great multitude of ministers,
musicians, and singers to lead the people in praskthanksgiving on the completion of the
walls. How will we celebrate and thank God for h&dp in restoring our walls and building for
the future?

Pray for the campaign leaders.
Meditate on the Vision and Plan for the Church.

Write reflections on ideas for celebration of thegiking.

Reflections:




Day Twenty-eight

1Timothy 1:12
| thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me eigth, that he considered me faithful,
appointing me to his service.

As we give thanks to God for all things we rement@wv he called us out of darkness and into
His wonderful light. We thank Him for the savin@rd that convicted our heart and opened it to
His abiding presence. The Lord has given us thength to carry out every task that he has
assigned. His amazing grace and unmerited favooiaged me to His service. God is faithful
and He will never leave nor forsake me. His faithéss is the guarantee of our success as we
follow Him in our service to His ministry. God cé® us for the work and He will reward our
diligence and faithfulness.

Spend a few moments reflecting on your salvatiqregence.
Pray for faithfulness in the ministries of the attur

Record reflections on today’s devotion.

Reflections:




Week Five Prayer Themé&he Blessing of Obedience
Day Twenty-nine

Luke 6:38 (NIV)

“Give and it will be given to you. A good measungressed down, shaken together and
running over, will be poured into your lap. For wht the measure you use, it will be
measured to you."

All of our lives we have heard that, “it is bettergive than to receive”. This wise saying is
never in dispute, except when the words give wathéochallenge of action. In other words,
giving seems to be easier said than done. Whyaki imdividuals have a problem in giving

generously? I'm convinced that a part of the issith giving is our lack of understanding

of a fundamental spiritual law, the law of recigtglcAccording to this Law, we receive by

the same standards and measures by which we gikie. act of giving is the catalyst that

starts the virtuous cycle of plenty! As we give eeeive so that we will have more to give.
We then become a storehouse of blessings, a plaeeewod can store up blessing for
future distribution. The way we give to godly casise a testimony to our confidence in the
truth of God’s word. It shows our faith in bottstability and desire to provide for our needs
and the needs of others through our obedience. athef giving in faith creates a channel
through which God’s provision flows.

Read the passage aloud three times pausing eaeldtimeditate on its meaning.
Pray for God’s will as you discern his will for yooommitment and gift.

Write reflections on where your heart is with regp&o giving and where you
perceive that God wants you to be.

Reflections:




Day Thirty

Luke 11:27-28 (NIV)

As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in thewct called out, "Blessed is the
mother who gave you birth and nursed you." He regdi, "Blessed rather are those
who hear the word of God and obey it."

Imagine your delight in hearing the words of thenvem in the crowd! You're busy
doing what you're called to do, performing that @higives your life meaning and
purpose. People are watching and hearing the pndfoexcellence of your work.
Suddenly, someone declares that thanksgiving andrhere due to the mother that gave
you birth and nursed you! How awesome a complineetitat! What a great clip for the
highlight reel of your life! Jesus uses this pr@gihmoment to underscore the imperative
of hearing and obeying the word of God. In efféesus is saying as great as you view
the blessing of the woman selected from all of wleemen of history to give birth and
nurture to the savior of the world, it does notpass the blessing of simply hearing and
doing God’s word. This is an incredible statemeiithe greatest blessing comes with
obedience to God'’s word.

Pray for those that do not know the Lord in thedparof their sins.
Make a list of family and friends that have yetamfess Christ.
Pray for the Expansion of the ministry of evangeliand discipleship in

our church.

Reflections:




Day Thirty-one

Psalms 143:10 (NIV)
“Teach me to do your will for you are my God; Mayyr good Spirit lead me on
level ground.”

Most people at one time of another want to do et thing. Those of us who have

accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as our personajrshave the opportunity to do the

right thing not some of the time, but all of thené. Firstly, we have God’s word as

our guide, but we must study it! Secondly, God rawided pastors and teachers to
help us in our understanding of his word. But gheatest help and comfort that we
have is the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God thasides in us to lead us to all truth.

The same Spirit convicts us of wrong intentionsobefthey become actions. Our
desire to do God’s will is fully supported by God&sources, the word, the teacher
and the “Holy Spirit”!

Pray for God to fill you fresh and anew with hisl{A8pirit.

Make a practice of asking for God’s Spirit to guig®i as you face large and
small decisions.

Reflect on the blessings of presence of the HolyitSp your life.

Reflections:




Day Thirty-two

James 1:22 (NIV)
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceiwigselves. Do what it says.”

One of the best uses of time is time spent in Gadigl. Time spent listening to the
word preached and sound teaching is of great denEfie bible says that the word is
“profitable” for doctrine, reproof and instructioim righteousness. The word is
perfect in all respects. However, if we are hesagerd fail to do, we engage in the
worst form of deception, self deception. It's mose to mislead yourself! We need to
know God’s word and through the aid of the HolyrBpive must do as the bible

instructs. Our goal must be to obey all of the dvoot just the part that is easy or
convenient.

Meditate on Il Timothy 3:16
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for aehing, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness.”

Pray for the vision of the church

Write reflections on the commitment to obey Godalirareas.

Reflections:




Day Thirty-three

Deuteronomy 28:1(NIV)
“If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefulljollow all his commands | will give
you today, the Lord your God will set you high algoall the nations on earth.”

What a blessing it is to live in the United Stadég\merica one of the greatest nations in
the history of the world! We enjoy one of the highstandards of living on the planet
and can freely to worship our god in any fashioat tve deem appropriate. What a
blessing. | know that the blessings that we engmlay are attributable to the faithfulness
and obedience of those who have gone before ustriiiy grateful for the obedience of
our ancestors. God promised to reward that obedi®y setting us high above all the
nations of the earth. We are the beneficiariethisfgreat heritage. As blessed as we are
in this country, we can see storm clouds on th&bor The ill winds of immorality and
perversion are blowing through the generations.m@anities are flooded with drugs
and alcohol. Sin and selfishness is shaking thedation of family life. However, God’s
word once again gives us the solution. We must @ébey's word to create a heritage of
blessings for present and future generations.ouebbedience to God’s word testify to a
lost generation.

Examine the daily news reports and imagine whatififour society would be like
if present trends continue unchanged

Pray for the teaching ministry of the church.

Pray and ask God to give us a heart to obey hinbbgoa witness in our
community.

Reflections:




Day Thirty-four

Josh 1:7 (NIV)

“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to olalthe law my servant Moses gave
you; do not turn from it to the right or to the l&fthat you may be successful wherever
you go.”

God’s direction to Joshua, the young leader theteseded Moses, is still applicable to us
today. The first thing is to be strong and opevatha courage and conviction. When we
do this we show our faith in the help and protectod God. My weakness is replaced by
God'’s strength as | learn to lean on and trust himy fear or uncertainty is banished by
my faith in him. My responsibility is to know ardbey his word. | must keep my focus
on his kingdom and not be distracted by things ithree side. | must move toward the
goal of building his kingdom. The promise of Gedhat | will prosper wherever | go. |
chose to believe God and show my faith by my obextie

Pray for God to rise up additional teachers anchBehsts.
Read and meditate on verse 1-9 of Joshua

"Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and akdk people, get ready to cross the
Jordan River into the land | am about to give tod-- to the Israelites. | will give you
every place where you set your foot, as | promiséases. Your territory will extend
from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great niyvéhe Euphrates-- all the Hittite
country-- to the Great Sea on the west. No one Wélable to stand up against you
all the days of your life. As | was with Moses, swiill be with you; | will never leave
you nor forsake you. "Be strong and courageous, base you will lead these people to
inherit the land | swore to their forefathers to ge them. Do not let this Book of the
Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day amiyht, so that you may be careful
to do everything written in it. Then you will be psperous and successful. Have |
not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do het terrified; do not be
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with yetherever you go."

Write reflections on how these verses apply toaburch.

Reflections:




Day Thirty-five

Mark 3:35 (NIV)
“Whoever does God's will is my brother and sisted another."

In this passage, Jesus highlights the supericgigtionships based on faith in God rather
than those which are merely biological. Jesusgeiees that we are not given a choice
in selecting our biological families. However,we desire to have a close relationship
with him we can do so by our willingness to obeg thill of God. God’s will become
clear to us as we spend time with him. The timespend studying and meditating on his
word is invaluable. Opening our hearts and mindS&aa in the quiet time of personal
prayer provides God with a clear channel to speadut souls. In order to know God’s
will, we must earnestly seek it. Jesus will stitdser than any brother. His only desire is
to present each of us faultless before the thrémeeocy where our souls will find peace
and rest... Jesus will never leave us nor forsskeAren't you glad that Jesus came and
redeemed us and made us a part f the awesome fain@lgd?

Pray a prayer of thanksgiving for your relationsiigh Jesus.
Commit to seek God will for every aspect of yote.li

Pray for the Vision of the Church and the manifistaof God’s will.

Reflections:




Prayer Theme: Living and leaving a legacy
Day Thirty Six

Josh 1:7 (NIV)

Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to ob#yle law my servant Moses gave
you; do not turn from it to the right or to the l&fthat you may be successful wherever
you go.

God'’s direction to Joshua, the young leader theteseded Moses is still applicable to us
today. The first thing is to be strong and opevath courage and conviction. When we
do this we show our faith in the help and protectod God. My weakness is replaced by
God'’s strength as | learn to lean on and trust himy fear or uncertainty is banished by
my faith in him. My responsibility is to know amiey his world. | must keep my focus
on his kingdom and not be distracted by things ithree side. | must move toward the
goal of building his kingdom. The promise of Gedhat | will prosper wherever | go. |
chose to believe God and show my faith by my obextie

Pray for God to rise up additional teachers anchBehsts.
Read and meditate on verse 1-9 of Joshua

"Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and aksk people, get ready to cross the
Jordan River into the land | am about to give todi-- to the Israelites. | will give you
every place where you set your foot, as | promiséases. Your territory will extend
from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great niyvéhe Euphrates-- all the Hittite
country-- to the Great Sea on the west. No one Wwélable to stand up against you
all the days of your life. As | was with Moses, bwiill be with you; | will never leave
you nor forsake you. "Be strong and courageous, base you will lead these people to
inherit the land | swore to their forefathers to ge them. Do not let this Book of the
Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day amiyht, so that you may be careful
to do everything written in it. Then you will be psperous and successful. Have |
not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do het terrified; do not be
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with yetherever you go."

Write reflections on how these verses apply toabwrch.

Reflections:




Day Thirty Seven

Mark 3:35 (NIV)

“Whoever does God's will is my brother and sisterdamother”

In this passage Jesus highlights the superior chmklationships based on faith in God
rather than those which are only biological. Jemg®gnizes that we are not given a
choice in selecting our biological families. Howeyif we chose to have a close
relationship to him we must be willing to obey thél of God. Jesus will stick closer
than a brother. His love is stronger than a m&gHewe. Jesus will never leave us nor

forsake us. Aren’t you glad that Jesus came adéermed us and made us a part of the
awesome family of God.

Pray a prayer of thanksgiving for your relationsiigh Jesus.
Commit to seek God will for every aspect of yote.li

Pray for the Vision of the Church and the manifestaof God’s will.

Reflections:




Day Thirty Eight

Colossian 3:1-2

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, wair hearts on things above, where
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set youinds on things above, not on
earthly things.(NIV)

The journey of faith has allowed us to really s&sdd and understand his purpose in our
lives and the life of the church. We have a reresense of mission and Godly Vision.
We understand the special call that God has onifthef every believer. This passage
serves to remind us of where our focus must berderoto please God. We set our
affection on the things above, where Christ is exahaking intercession for us. We
commit to work so that his kingdom is expanded hereur neighborhood. Lord let our
love for you and concern for those less fortunatntus drive us to accomplish your
vision for our church.

Pray for the Community
Pray for the Church

Pray for the People

Reflections:




Day Forty

2 Timothy 4:7-8

“I have fought the good fight, | have finished theace, | have kept the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of h¢eousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, amdt only to me but also to all who
have loved his appearing”. (RSV)

In the best selling management book, The SeventslabiHighly Effective People, the
author, Dr. Steven Covey say that highly effectpemple make it a habit to begin all
things with the end results or objectives cleanlyiew. In our devotion today, one of the
most effective people in the history of the wortde Apostle Paul exemplifies this
principle. Paul in the final days of his life Iookackwards and forward at the same time.
He reflects back on a life of sacrifice and totahenitment to spreading the gospel of
Jesus Christ. He recalls the many perils anddsatitiat he fought for his faith. No doubt
he fondly remembered Timothy, Silas, Barnabas, Markl others that he mentored in
Ministry. Vivid memories of the churches of Mace@rGreece and Asia, minor flashed
before him. He concludes rightly that he had catga his assignment from God and
finished well. He left a legacy to countless faetgenerations. His legacy is one of faith,
love, and hope. What we do matters. The commitsnédrat we make and keep today
constitutes the legacy that we leave behind farrugenerations. My prayer is that we
will be like Paul “fight the good fight” and finiswell.

As we look forward our focus must be on the rewdpdul reminds us that nothing that
we do for the cause of Christ will go unnoticecuarewarded. There is a crown for you.
The day is fast approaching when we will meet timgghof Kings and the Lord of Lords.
Will he have a crown of righteousness for 06ES! YES! YES! We are committed to
the cause of Christ and determined to leave a Jeghifaithfulness!

Reflections:




Day Thirty Nine

James 1:12

Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, lbseawhen he has stood the test, he
will receive the crown of life that God has prom& those who love him.

This passage is further evidence that “all scriptsrinspired by God”. How else could
Paul and James see God’s reward of the crown solydleThis verse reminds us that
God expects us to go through struggles and evapplisntments on our way to victory
for the Lord. God will not tempt us, but he caml avill test our commitment. Whenever
you come up against opposition and set backs omntbsion, keep in mind that on the
other side of through is the prize!

Thank God for all of the trials and struggles W@ have already overcome.
Call someone who is presently going “through” ahdrs this devotional and

your encouragement and support.

Write your reflections on the verse.

Reflections:




Bonus Two

Jesus did many other things as well. If every oihthem were written down, | suppose
that even the whole world would not have room Far books that would be written.

Much has been written and said about our past Iée enjoy reminiscing about the
“good old days.” | think back fondly to the dayshem we all gathered around
grandmother’s table to enjoy a taste of heaven! téllestories of past heroes and
embellish them a little to add some “flavor” to tlewents. Happy days and past
accomplishment are truly gifts from God. God akalwour days to roll on and gave use
the talent and opportunity to achieve much. 18sdto remember.

The Apostle John having witnessed the life and stipiof Jesus sat down one day and
wrote the focal passage for today’s devotion. Hmweinstead of reflecting on what he,
John had done he looked at what Jesus had donenddeirages us to look to Jesus for
our example and not to man, because Jesus livexa@mithues to empower us, his
disciples, his work continues even today. In thealfreview of all that we have done, all
that will count is what we have done for Christ.e Wiust live every day looking forward
and striving for the mark. The mark is the callithgt God has on each of our lives.
Let’s fill some more books for the Lord.

Pray a prayer of thanksgiving to God for all thattas allowed you to achieve.

Meditate on the Jacob’s Chapel Vision and what @élidone to advance the
cause of Christ

Pray for God to call additional workers to the JascChapel vineyard.

Reflections:




Day Bonus!
Philippians 4:18-19

| have received full payment and even more; | am @lgn supplied, now that | have
received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. Thaye a fragrant offering, an
acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. And my Gatl meet all your needs according
to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. (NIV)

Have you received full paymewpet? | thinknot! Our God who supplies all of our needs
will reward the work that we do for him. Paul iis lfinal days on earth reminds us that
whenever we bring a gift to the ministry of Jesusi§l it is a sweet aroma in the nostrils

of God! Whatever we do for him is an acceptableriBee. He also points out that
God’s ability to supply our needs is without limits

Pray for God’s revelation relative to your sacrdlccommitment over the
next three years.

Meditate on God'’s receiving of our collective séce for the vision.

Pray for the capital campaign leadership.

Reflections:




Life Center Capital Campaign
I/'we want to be a co-laborer in the work that Gedloing in the ministry of our churc
After prayerful consideration, God has led me tonoat the following.

$  monthly OR

$ as follows

To be completed by persons mgkiontribution other than monetary gifts
(securities, real estate, awtbites, etc.):

$ approximate value of gift

Description of gift

$  TOTAL
Printed Name

My First Fruit Gift is Signature




The Power of Monthly Offerings

“Lord Give Us
This Mountain.”

ZECHARIAH 4:5-7

Monthly Annually 3-Yearly Total
$1,000.00 $12.000.00 $36,000.00
$900.00 $10,800.00 $32,400.00
$800.00 $9,600.00 $28,800.00
$700.00 $8,400.00 $25,200.00
$600.00 $7,200.00 $21,600.00
$500.00 $6,000.00 $18,000.00
$450.00 $5,400.00 $16,200.00
$400.00 $4,800.00 $14,400.00
$350.00 $4,200.00 $12,600.00
$300.00 $3,600.00 $10,800.00
$250.00 $3,000.00 $9,000.00
$200.00 $2,800.00 $8,400.00
$150.00 $1,800.00 $5,400.00
$100.00 $1,200.00 $3,600.00
$50.00 $600.00 $1,800.00
$20.00 $240.00 $720.00




